[NoBs Stalker] the way it works is that I will ask questions to Shawn for about 10 minutes...

[NoBs Stalker] then you can ask all the questions you want

[ckutzli] Hey Beer Boy!

[NoBs Stalker] and as usual, Improv will show up late and ask the same questions again    

[Riff] heheh

[NoBs Stalker] he does that every time    

[NoBs Stalker] Hi Shawn...thank you for doing this

[Riff] my pleasure!

[NoBs Stalker] Can you tell us a bit about yourself...where you grew up

[Riff] first things first. Go Steelers.

[Riff]  (
[chasityblackwell] .

[cozmo] Hi all,im a first time chatter

[ckutzli] BOOOOO

[Riff] i'm born and raised in Holland Mi.

[Riff] computer background

[Riff] played in a band for about 10 years before I decided to become a photographer

[Riff] shut up clem

[NoBs Stalker] what about family...brothers, sisters...wife    

[Riff] ah yes, two brothers. one wife (
[NoBs Stalker] the beautiful julie (
[Riff] the beautiful and talented Julie

[Riff] (she makes me look good)

[NoBs Stalker] what got you started in photography?

[Riff] NoBS.

[NoBs Stalker] good place    

[Riff] seriously, i found nobs before I ever knew i wanted to be a photographer

[NoBs Stalker] how long have you been in photography?

[Riff] it was people like james and rob, lisa, AC, KC

[Riff] Let's see.. that was early 2005. Got my first SLR in May 2005

[Riff] i knew nothing about photography. no clue what an aperture was

[NoBs Stalker] wow, you've learned a lot in 3 years

[Riff] i purchased the big kahuna, the old wedding system, then went to Image Explorations East

[Riff] that's when I met you Dan, and James and Rob

[NoBs Stalker] exactly

[NoBs Stalker] still remember that

[Riff] i was going to stalk James and Rob, but that position was already taken

[NoBs Stalker] (
[NoBs Stalker] what kind of equipment do you use

[Riff] Those two really inspired me and sort of took me under their wings

[Riff] Nikon, baby!

[NoBs Stalker] your building a studio...how is that going?

[Riff] D300 is the main camera now... I wants me a D700 before wedding season starts

[Riff] It's so close to being done. I've had 3 granite guys flake out on me

[Riff] i just need to finish up the bathroom

[Riff] driving me nuts

[NoBs Stalker] maybe clem is behind that (
[Riff] our new promo video was shot in the new studio

[NoBs Stalker] nice

[Riff] i'm very psyched to have a garage studio

[Riff] we did studio shares in the past. I'm glad to be done with that

[NoBs Stalker] welll....my 10 minutes is up...who has questions for Riff 

[Riff] that was fast

[Riff] no questions from clem.

[Shelley] (that's what she said)

[NoBs Stalker] shawn is the expert on websites, now is your chance

[chasityblackwell] Riff is this your full time job

[Riff] shelley heh

[Riff] yes.

[Riff] i quit my job of 20 years in Dec, 2006

[NoBs Stalker] was that a tough decision?

[Riff] it was an unbelievable feeling!

[Riff] it was and it wasn't.

[chasityblackwell] How do you make the break?

[Riff] i kept hearing rob's voice in my head. "Shawn--you gotta quit your job"

[chasityblackwell] Yeah! I hear it too. 

[Riff] we had a few weddings booked for 2007, and I had a ton of work piled up at home

[cozmo] ok,here i go......i downloaded a couple Free Templates for wordpress,and they dont seem to work....you know of a place to get a good cheap/free template for wordpress

[chasityblackwell] How did you get your big break in the business to be able to afford to quit

[Riff] i was sitting at work thinking, dang, I'm actually losing money by being here

[Riff] honestly, the big break was just booking some weddings.. guaranteed income

[Riff] so, i have google to thank for that

[Riff] free wordpress templates are everywhere!

[Riff] i was looking around the other night for one

[cozmo] so far no luck getting them to work.....maybe im doing something wrong

[Riff] one of my goals for 2009 is to set up a blog and use it regularly

[cozmo] i put them in my themes under wp-content Right?

[Riff] i'd have to log into 2wheels2alaska to remember the exact location, but yeah, that sounds right

[Riff] lots of wordpress tutorials out there too...

[Riff] google is your friend    

[cozmo] ok thanks

[alan carson] Is your website your major marketing tool?

[Riff] YES

[Riff] website is HUGE

 [Riff] brides do their research on the web. if weddings are your market, you MUST have a great website

[ckutzli] Do you have a straw in your beer so you can type and drink at the same time?

[Riff] same goes for Seniors, I'm sure

[Shelley] Do you any Bridal Fairs?

[NoBs Stalker] great question Clem (
[Riff] my website, and my google rank have been huge for building our business

[Riff] yeah, we do a handful of bridal shows a year

[alan carson] Do you pay for placements or how do you get your site noticed?

[Riff] we just did a huge one in grand rapids a couple weeks ago, and have one next saturday

[Riff] i bought a book: SEO for Clem. I mean Dummies

[SteveH] same thing right

[SteveH] (
[Riff] getting links to your site is awesome, but getting good content on your site is just as important IMHO

[SteveH] what are they charging you for bridal fairs?

[Riff] keywords in all the right places

[Riff] the grand rapids show was $1600, but they forced us to get a double booth. 

[Riff] the one we're doing this coming weekend is FREE because I bartered with the location manager

[Riff] i think they're charging only $250 though

[Riff] 1300 brides vs. 200 brides though

[SteveH] right...kind of hard to direct market to brides. I was curious if the cost was similar

[Riff] we've already booked a couple weddings from the GR show, so it's paid for itself 

[Riff] we do follow up with the brides several times

[Riff] we collect info at the show, and follow up with email and phone calls

[Shelley] Just our of curiosity, how far do you see a typical bride booking ahead of the date?

[Shelley] good lord I can't spell tonight... sorry

[Riff] we just booked our first 2010 bride!

[NoBs Stalker] how many weddings do you want to do a year?

[Shelley] what's typical though?

[Riff] one of our goals is to have Julie quit her full time job, and having weddings on the books is a form of security

[Riff] so i'd like to do 30 or so

[Riff] I'd say typical is 8-12 months, Shelley

[Shelley] that's so cool!

[icie] Does Julie assist at weddings now? 

[Riff] Yes! she goes to all of the weddings and does photograph

[Riff] i send her with the bride and bridesmaids getting ready

[Riff] which is a huge benefit for the girls.. no guy in the room thing

[cozmo] i just typed photography Holland Mi you were #1

[Phototini] is that a typical concern Riff?

[Riff] plus she's helping me all day directing and photographing

[Riff] sweeeeet

[Riff] i'm not sure how typical it is, but we definitely point it out

[icie] Plus works full time? Sounds like you're working her hard.

[Riff] yeah, she's incredible    

[Shelley] You've really helped (me) with your lumapix tutorials. I'd like to thank you for that right now! Thank you!! Do most of your wedding clients get albums?

[Riff] she has two full time jobs

[Riff] it's about 2/3rds these days

[Riff] which is great because it's easy money

[Riff] but i should do better at getting to the designs quicker

[SteveH] do you mind if I ask Riff...what are your package ranges - if you have packages?

[Shelley] cool, thanks!

[Riff] our lowest package is $1700 and is no-frills.. no reception coverage even... and our top package is.. hmmm.. $3500?

[Riff] none of our packages have albums in them

[Shelley] nice!

[SteveH] weddings are a bugger around here

[Riff] i'm hoping to sell even more albums though because we're starting to offer hi-res files with them

[Riff] you'd think there'd be tons of weddings in utah

[SteveH] there are...they don't want to pay for good photography though

[SteveH] it's the capital of shoot and burn baby!

[Riff] ugh

[Riff] there's always destination weddings!

[Riff] i'd love to get into that some

[SteveH] it's why we shoot....everything else  (
[Riff] i think you two have found your niche though

[SteveH] so bigger packages get usually, more coverage then?

[Riff] not really.. our coverage is the same for our other 3 packages

[alan carson] On your more complete packages- are you finding brides wanting to eliminate some of the items to lower the package price? If so, how do you handle it?

[Riff] occasionally they'll want to do that, and sometimes we'll allow certain things..

[SteveH] how do packages vary then?

[Riff] some things we're absolute about, like engagement session

[Riff] dvd slideshow, proof CD, parent albums, guestbook album, etc

[SteveH] so everything starts at roughly the 1700 and they work their way up with add ons?

[Riff] yeah

[Riff] we rarely sell that package though

[SteveH] gotya - thanks

[Riff] mostly we'll sell our 3rd package. the princess

[Riff] that's where i want them all to be  (  

[NoBs Stalker] next question

[lisamphoto] How'd ya get to be the web wizard you are? School or research?

[Riff] research mostly. When I graduated college with my BA in computer science, there was only 1,500 websites worldwide

[lisamphoto] DUDE!

[Riff] so, i never had any formal training on anything internet

[Riff] yeah, 1993.

[lisamphoto] I was afraid of thta...but you did have a CS background..that helped.

[Riff] i read a lot, and play around a lot

[Riff] yeah. i love to program (
[lisamphoto] what is the one bit of computer knowledge you can't live without?

[Riff] i haven't done much of it at all though since i left college

[lisamphoto] without

[Riff] i'd say it would be website knowledge.. how to do a little html 

[Riff] it empowers me to be able to do whatever i want with my website

[lisamphoto] Why don't you post pics if you got so much computer skilzzz??????

[lisamphoto]  (
[Riff] heheh

[Riff] lots of photos on my website (
[Riff] i know, i'm horrible about posting photos on nobs...

[Riff] i'm like dan

[NoBs Stalker] hey, hey leave me out of this (
[Riff] heheh

[lisamphoto] got it! ( Riff you have been such a great help here and at all the Infernos..you and Julie are truly a couple of folks I truly admire! Thanks!

[Riff] awww, thanks lisa!

[Shelley] Yes, thanks for all you do behind the scenes for NoBs. You are appreciated

[Riff] i said earlier, you were definitely one of the people that got me interested in photography to begin with

[lisamphoto]  ( We are all fortunate to have this place!

[Riff] yeah, it's like i'm james and rob's personal computer tech!

[Riff] i honestly feel like there's no way i'll ever be able to give back to nobs what it's given to me

[lisamphoto] Who would you like to study with on a one on one basis? (leave julie out (  )

[Riff] ghionis!

[Riff] that guy just blew me away last year at wppi

[Riff] incredible speaker, incredible photographer

[lisamphoto] yea...we need to invade Aussiegirl for a week.

[Riff] what? hahaha

[NoBs Stalker] should have inferno in australia (
[lisamphoto] Soon as Obama makes that change...I might cam afford it!

[Riff] i actually got to meet rebecca in chicago a couple years ago

[lisamphoto] DUDE! I hate you!!

[Riff] her accent is awesome (
[lisamphoto] She has been here longer than ME!   (
[lisamphoto] Ok...back to questions!!

[Shelley] I meant to ask above, who is your preferred album vendor?

[Riff] there's tons of people i want to study with on nobs too...

[NoBs Stalker] who's got the next question

[Riff] there's a local album place here, about a mile from my house. 

[chasityblackwell] What is the one thing you would tell a photographer that is struggling on the business side

[Riff] very very convenient!

[Riff] great albums... custom, handmade

[Riff] first, read the e-myth

[Riff] then keep reading.. there's so many great books out there

[Riff] not to mention the incredible WEALTH of information that Rob has posted here 

[JillD] gotta go! Thanks Riff!

[Riff] thanks Jill (
[Riff] Rob's platinum club would be a godsend to that person

[chasityblackwell] business side and marketing it such a struggle. 

[Riff] yeah, no kidding.. as much as i've learned about photography in the last 4 years, i've learned three times as much about business

[Riff] i love getting the nobs newsletters and the profitable studio newsletters that rob sends out.. great info in those

[Riff] that guy's a madman

[chasityblackwell] I seem to read and research and watch tutorials till I am sick. What would you tell the person that is suck and has the issues of applying because of lack on confidence

[Riff] fake it til you make it, baby!

[chasityblackwell] getting better at that. ( 

[Riff] you've just got to suck it up and get out of the comfort zone

[Riff] the butterflies before a session are a good thing i think.. i used to get them every time before i went on stage with the band

[Riff] now i get the same feeling before a wedding

[Riff] after i get started, i'm fine

[chasityblackwell] That is true. 

[Riff] and at a wedding, man, if you don't appear confident, those MOB's will eat you alive!

[chasityblackwell] I just can't seem to get the business and marketing thing down. 

[ckutzli] Do you miss playing in a band?

[Riff] i don't miss 2am teardowns, but i do miss jamming with the guys (   

[Shelley] That was the highlihgt of the Inferno, listening to you guys play. Seriously.

[chasityblackwell] Oh ya! I make sure I am in control or they will eat you alive.

[improv] ooops...a little late...

[Riff] yeah, that was awesome!

[NoBs Stalker] as usual mike (
[improv]  (
[Riff] you certainly called that one, dan!

[NoBs Stalker]  (
[chasityblackwell] Ok time to go Mike showed up

[improv] More trailer park boys next time

[Riff] hahah

[Shelley] I hope that's on the agenda for 2009 Inferno. Too fun!

[Riff] me too!

[Riff] plus it was cool to say, "yeah. i'm going to nashville to play a gig..."

[Shelley] I had Mike sign my chest that night.

[Riff] lucky dog

[improv] shhhh....what are you ? Crazy??!!??

[Shelley] (
[ckutzli] Me too!

[Shelley] LMAO!!

[Riff] usually no one pays attention to the bass player

[improv] that's okay by me...

[krisgay] Newbies post something every once in a while or you will get logged out!

[ckutzli] Any good drummer jokes?

[Phototini] i'm good

[improv] you know how you know the stage is level?

[krisgay] Shawn, did you answer that album question?

[Riff] tons

[Shelley] was clem playing that night? (jk)

[craig] Hey I’m a drummer

[Riff] the drummer drools out of both sides of his mouth

[improv] HA!!!

[craig] ouch

[Riff] love that one

[improv] that's it!!

[krisgay] What do you call a drummer in a suit? The defendant.

[Riff] Kris, i use a local album vender, Great Lakes Albums

[krisgay] Website?

[improv] what's the definition of an optimist?

[improv] a trombonist with a pager!!

[Shelley]  (
[Riff] http://www.gla-online.com/ 

[krisgay] Thank you

[Riff] control-click that or you'll get booted from the chat

[Riff] hehh

[improv] where are the dynamic duo?

[Riff] here's my favorite drummer joke... what do you get when you cross a drummer with an orangutan?

[Phototini] What is your best advice for a husband wife team that is new to photography wanting to follow closely in your foot steps Riff?

[Riff] a retarded orangutan

[Shelley] Clem?

[Riff] great question

[craig] I used to like you Riff

[Shelley] Hi Brian. (
[Riff] i feel like julie and i are doing that very thing by following hodgy who followed rob

[brian] hey guys...just got home. what r we talking about...

[Riff] it's an incredibly awesome thing to have a supportive spouse

[ckutzli] It just about Brian's suppertime.

[Shelley] clem

[brian] easy ds

[Riff] craig (
[brian] not much to talk about there except his 3 pound mustache

[Shelley]  (
[Phototini] do you try and split up different area's of the business and art? And each try to master certain parts?

[Riff] one thing that Julie and I struggle with is personal time vs. business time.. it seems like the business dominates too much of our lives

[Phototini] noted

[brian] ditto

[Riff] yeah, julie is pretty much the office manager.. she does the scheduling, the phone calls

[Riff] i do most of the photography, the PS work, website, etc

[Riff] i don't know how I could do this without her

[brian] awwwww

[Riff] and I can't wait until she's full time... i just know we're going to make a lot more money

[wiphoto]     hi all

[Phototini] Does she enjoying shooting as well? Because my wife loves to shoot just different things than I do.

[Riff] she's not as into the camera as i am. i've sort of forced that on her....

[Riff] she's come a LONG way though! she does enjoy shooting at weddings now

[brian] does julie 2nd shoot at weddings with you?

[Riff] yeah... she does the girls getting ready and the ceremony

[ckutzli] Can I second shoot a wedding with you?

[Riff] no.

[brian] me too.

[Phototini] Ok was just wondering if the shooting was split up for different types of shoots.

[Riff] hahah

[improv] Do you guys ever fight while working together?

[Riff] not really split up... she comes with me to the sessions and helps with posing and that

[chasityblackwell] I'm Slapping Clem and Brain for ya RIFF

[Riff] thanks

[brian] (
[Riff] we used to fight more often before, but not as much anymore

[improv] I love that you cats can work together....

[Riff] like at a wedding, under pressure, i need something to happen NOW, and my tone of voice isn't always the best

[Phototini] ok I guess that will be something we need to figure out on our own then lol. Thanks for the answer riff.

[Riff] she would get hurt sometimes, but she knows now that I don't mean anything by it

[improv] ....and no doubt this is a different side of you that she rarely sees...

[Riff] julie is awesome at a regular session though.. i'll set up lights, cameras, and she's getting the family posed

[improv] and you can bruise her feelings...ya heartless ogre..

[ckutzli] I see it all the time!

[Riff] hahah

[brian] Clem got hurt when he shot a wedding with me a few weeks ago. He cries like a girl.

[improv] how's the new studio Shawn?

[Riff] i think i'm getting better though... having more confidence means less stress i think

[ckutzli] asked and answered

[NoBs Stalker] did I call this right lmao

[Riff] yeah, totally

[Riff] haha

[improv] <oops....you've prlly been over this....dammit Dan!!

[NoBs Stalker] he does it every time lmao

[virtualjeff] How did she learn posing

[Riff] she goes with me to tons of workshops

[Riff] plus, she literally destroyed our printed version of rob's posing guide

[ckutzli] How mant beers have you drank in the last hour?

[improv] Do you still shave your legs Shawn?

[Riff] after a session we would look at our work at critique it. It's amazing how many things you miss during the heat of a session, and how clear it is to see the mistakes afterwards

[Riff] yes

[Riff] ha

[brian] Did you get anything useful from those Jerry G DVD's that has helped you at weddings?

[improv] Ghonis?

[brian] Oh yes.

[brian] He;s the man

[ckutzli] Who's taller, you or AC?

[Riff] ME!

[Riff] by an inch

[improv] by a long stretch!!1

[Riff] hahah

[Riff] i like andy.. he's my height... i can look him in the eye

[kclittle] Shawn are you coming to Detroit?

[ckutzli] Can I shoot a wedding with you this summer?

[Riff] jury's out on that one

[Riff] you'll have to ask my wife, Clem

[virtualjeff] I came in late, maybe you already answered that. How did you start with weddings?

[Riff] i bought the nobs wedding system, the old one, and that was huge for me.. learned tons

[virtualjeff] awesome

[Riff] then i had a cousin and my step sister get married the month after i got my first camera

[chasityblackwell] What was the best part of the DVD's you remember and use

[improv] I think it was VHS no?

[Riff] no, i got the dvds (
[chasityblackwell] Well, I it on DVD

[improv] you and yer fancy dvd player...

[Riff] um, the following along on the wedding. that was awesome

[Riff] to see how the managed their weddings

[chasityblackwell] clem stop

[brian]  (
[improv] alright...drummer boy..

 [Riff] i shot a couple of weddings on my own, and then I drove to sudbury and 2nd shot a wedding with james, and one with rob

[Riff] just an incredible experience

[brian] Did James throw up before he shot his wedding?

[chasityblackwell] oh how'd ya get to do that. 

[chasityblackwell] ?

[virtualjeff] i would imagine

[Riff] my first solo wedding though.. wow... talk about getting out of the comfort zone and faking it!

[chasityblackwell] Do you ask and they let you or do you pay them to second shoot?    

[Riff] oops

[Riff] i asked them    

[virtualjeff] I have been asked to do wedding, but I am too chicken sheet

[improv] For some that arrived late...not for me of course....how many weddings do you shoot a year?

[Riff] i went to mark hamilton's workshop in the DR and they were there

[chasityblackwell] MIKE read the after he already answered. (    

[Riff] we did 20 in 2007, 15 last year, and have 15 on the books for this year

[improv] shaddup chas...

[Riff] i expect to book at least 7 more for this year

[improv]  (
[brian] Good for you!

[ckutzli] Is Julie there?

[NoBs Stalker] nice

[chasityblackwell] helllllllo!

[Riff] she's in bed

[Riff] reading

[krisgay] How many weddings do you guys have booked at this point for 2009? 2010?

[Riff] 15 for this year, and 1 for next

[krisgay] Just curious how things up your way.

[krisgay] how things are

[brian] What are you doing up at this hour Clem? I thought the elderly go to bed at 7?

[Riff] this is bridal show season though, so i'm expecting to get many more

[Phototini] How many seniors a year do you normally get?

[improv] People are still getting married...I would guess..

[Riff] i've got 100 leads from my booth a couple weeks ago that I'm still following up with... they've all been emailed twice and called once

[chasityblackwell] Nursing Home is about to cut out the lights Clem. You'd better get to bed

[Riff] we don't do a ton of seniors, but I certainly would like to

[Riff] we didn't market for them at all last year, and we did 15 or 20 or so

[brian] Do you prefer seniors or weddings if you had to choose?

[Riff] we were doing the studio, and were so busy it seemed

[chasityblackwell] Hey Riff Can you tell us after out of the 100 leads what you come up with 

[Riff] i love doing both.. really... there's more money in seniors though

[chasityblackwell] I would be interested to hear your numbers

[brian] true

[Phototini] So how would you break down your yearly income in terms of types of shoots?

[nicolen] Shawn, what is the average a couple will pay for you and Julie, and what does that include... 

[improv] in percentages...

[Riff] so far, we've booked 2 weddings out of the 100, and I'm confident we'll get more

[Riff] i'd say weddings are about 60%, families, 20%, seniors and other 20%

[Phototini] Thank you riff

[brian] What is your avg cost for entering bridal shows in your area?

[Riff] average wedding sale is $3000 I'd say

[chasityblackwell] pay attention!!!!!

[improv] were you late Brian? Dang...

[ckutzli] Brian, put the wh

[Riff] for that they get, well, us     ha... um dvd slideshow, proof cd, other assorted goodies

[brian] sorry! I was late

[krisgay] Shawn is your studio finished with construction? I haven't seen you post about it lately and I was wondering if you were in the space already.

[chasityblackwell] No digital images

[Riff] the big shows here are $800, smaller ones, $250... some make you buy an ad, so that can double costs

[nicolen] Does the $3000 include an album of any sort?

[ckutzli] Brian. Put down the Whopper and pay attention!

[chasityblackwell] all brides here want the images

[brian] Bif Mac...thank you very much

[Riff] sometimes an album.. we don't make them buy them

[Riff] hi-res files are only available with an album purchase

[chasityblackwell] I think that is a great Idea

[brian] thanks

[Riff] the studio is really close, kris.. i'm dealing with flaky granite guys to finish up the bathroom

[Riff] driving me crazy

[chasityblackwell] good night. Thanks RIFF! 

[ckutzli] Too Late!!!!!

[improv] $

[Riff] i figure if they have an album, THAT's what they'll show people.. a finished product that I have complete control of

[brian] Granite? I wish I had your money

[Riff] so I don't care if they have the files at that point.

[kclittle] Shawn you should have called me my brother gets granite all the time!

[Riff] brian, i saw photos of your place... .shut up.

[brian] All photoshopped. I live in Clems basement

[krisgay] Post some photos of the process, Shawn. We would love to see it.

[ckutzli] And he just bought a guitar

[improv] brian did?

[ckutzli] YES!!!!

[brian] Yep

[improv] he'll be jamming at the next inferno!!

[Riff] it is looking pretty sweet even though the bathroom isn't done (
[brian] As long as you leave my amp off..

[krisgay] I have another wedding related question for you.

[Riff] I'll do one of those studio tours when it's done this spring

[Riff] k

[krisgay] OK

[brian] cool

[improv] ballpark....how much do you think that cost....for the studio upgrade?

[krisgay] Do you include engagement sessions in your wedding packages and what are your thoughts on that issue?

[improv] I have a tiny-but-exciting studio in a converted garage and would like to add some space and a bathroom...

[improv] how much per foot?

[Riff] well, with the landscaping, new driveway and patios... $60k?

[krisgay] Are you @#$*)# kidding? HOLY @#$*)#

[Riff] YES! always an engagement session

[improv] cool...you also updated the front of you house too right?

[Riff] yeah

[brian] :O

[ckutzli] Do you have a cooler next to you or are you sitting next to the fridge

[krisgay] OK that was what I wanted to hear- I won't let one bad apple give me an attitude about engagement sessions.

[improv] He's just naturally cool...

[Riff] heheh

[NoBs Stalker]    (
[Riff] i'll be paying for the upgrade for quite a while....

[brian] Riff, do you include free family shoots in your pkgs like Hodgy?

[improv] e-sessions help you bond with your clients no doubt...

[NoBs Stalker] that's the price of the Stalkermobile     (
[Riff] i don't, but I think it's a great idea

[brian] me too...

[Riff] you can't sell it if you don't shoot it, right?

[brian] Right

[improv] he can count...

[brian] You see what I deal with here in OHIO

[improv] guys and gals, it's been a real slice...I gotta go to bed soon...

[Riff] i love doing e sessions anyway... it reminds me who the heck they are because I booked them 8 months ago

[improv] I'm sorry that you started so early...

[NoBs Stalker] try to be on time next time mike lmao

[kclittle] GNight Mike

[brian] Night Mike

[improv] goodnight Irene..

[Riff] kimberly, i've got the granite.. i just need it cut to fit

[alan carson] Gotta Scoot- Thanks Riff

[Riff] g'night alan! and mike!
[brian] What all is granite in your studio?

[kclittle] Ok well if you decide to do another room let me know he gets pieces all the time on the cheap

[Riff] just the bathroom countertop 

[brian] I love granite. Very classy Riffman!

[Riff] yes yes

[Riff] i'm excited to have another bathroom in the house.. we've only got one

[krisgay] Another engagement session question

[kclittle] less to clean

[Riff] heh

[brian] Coke or Pepsi?

[Riff] coke.

[ckutzli] Beer or beer?

[Riff] with some cap'n

[krisgay] When you do the E-session, do you just include the session and they buy the prints or do you include a "proof" cd at low res or what?

[krisgay] COKE AND THE CAPTAIN- I KNEW I LIKED YOU SHAWN!

[Riff] i treat the e-session just like any other portrait session

[Phototini] Mt.Dew and cap'n =FTW

[Riff] except we include an 8x10 and newpaper photos

[Riff] if they want to buy more, they're more than welcome

[brian] the newspaper is a nice touch. I like that

[krisgay] What kind of response have you had from that?

[krisgay] Do you do a 5x7 or something for the newspaper? 

[Riff] no one's really questioned it... it's just what we do

[Riff] yeah, 5x7's for the newspaper

[Riff] or i'll submit it in email sometimes

[krisgay] How much time do you do on the engagement session? And just studio or location or both?

[krisgay] Sorry, rethinking E-session stuff and wanting to pick Shawn's brain!

[Phototini] Thanks kris I had the same question

[Riff] we've been doing location only lately, and we spend between and hour and two

[krisgay] OK me too

[Riff] i tell them up front what my purpose is for doing the session

[krisgay] Except I include files in my wedding packages so I include the files with the engagement session as well. Yeah, I know. Please don't beat me up for that.

[Riff] it's not to take 5,000 images and hope they buy some

[Riff] i just want to get to know them.. gain their confidence for the wedding

[brian] Gonna hit the hay Riff! Congrats on your success! You are one of the good guys!

[Riff] thanks, brian (
[krisgay] OK *last* engagement question.

[Riff] kris, have you ever had a wedding client come back for another session and wonder why they're not getting the files?

[krisgay] No, because I tell them since they purchased my work in bulk for the wedding day, they received the files. If they spend $2000-3000 on portraits, I'll gladly provide them with the files from that too.

[ckutzli] Heading to bed. Thanks Riff.

[NoBs Stalker] see you clem

[Riff] g'night clem (
[krisgay] So one last e-session question. How much would you say is your average purchase from the engagement session since you package it this way?

[Riff] not much... sometimes they'll take their freebies, sometimes they'll order a couple hundred

[Riff] i'm trying to sell more guestbooks though this year

[Phototini] and do you count that couple hundred into the 3000 average of your weddings?

[krisgay] Guestbook like with places for signatures or just album designs?

[Riff] i haven't worked the figures that much... our average could very well be higher than 3000

[Riff] i know we sold our big package several times last year

[Riff] yeah, signature book kris

[Riff] i use the WHCC layflat books for that.. they're sweeeeet

[Phototini] ok was just thinking out loud trying to make sense of weddings on a business level

[Riff] for me, the thing about wedding is it's guaranteed income because you book them so early

[Riff] but you don't make near as much per hour on them

[Riff] per hour, you'll do much better with seniors and families

[krisgay] To me, weddings and T&I/school gigs are the insurance that revenue will be coming in throughout the year.

[Riff] plus, you give up your saturdays with weddings....

[Phototini] How do you protect yourself from cancellations or shady customers booking so far out?

[Riff] exactly, kris

[Riff] for one thing, charging more than the shoot and burn $500 photographer is going to help with that

[krisgay] Good question- I bet the real % of shady folks is really low. They just piss us off when it does happen.

[Riff] i've never run into anything "shady"

[krisgay] OOHOOH another question

[krisgay] retainer amount for weddings and why

[Riff] a couple times i've had people back out, but I'm still guaranteed the $500 date-reservation fee even if i don't work the day

[Riff] hah

[krisgay] OK how do you handle payment on their account? Spread it out over the time leading up to the wedding or date reservation fee and then balance?

[Phototini] I ask because I live in what is now the "suburbs" of NYC and NJ so money is here but when it comes to spending it HERE they act like they are the poor hillbillies like me that live AND work here.

[Riff] so yeah, $500. it should probably be more, but it's worked really well for us

[Riff] the balance is due one week before the wedding... should be two, but i haven't changed my contract yet

[Riff] if they want to do payments, fine, but it is due before the wedding

[krisgay] Have you ever had anyone not be able to pay before the wedding?

[Riff] i hear ya, phototini.. i live in dutchville

[Riff] yeah, once last year

[krisgay] Did it drag out or did they take care of it asap afterward?

[Riff] we still did the wedding, but they got NOTHING

[Riff] they still haven't paid

[krisgay] OUCH

[Riff] and i haven't touched the files

[krisgay] KUDOS to you for showing up and doing your thing though

[Riff] i'm guessing tax return time they'll be in touch

[krisgay] HA

[Phototini] That is something I worry bigtime about for around here. There are a lot of "shady" people that have moved here in the past few years.

[krisgay] Do you ever customize a wedding package if someone says they don't want the DVD slideshow but they do want something else?

[Riff] yeah, the way i see it, i'm really the bad guy if I don't show up.. that's what they'll tell everyone. not that they didn't pay us.

[SteveH] Take a Credit Card..# - it will be automatically billed on X date

[krisgay] You're right. Good call on that one.

[Riff] i wouldn't worry about that phototini.. get a good contract, and do what you do

[nicolen] How do they know that you are not 'shady', Phototini... That is why there are contracts and with the engagement sessions and stuff, you build a relationship

[krisgay] PPA reviews contracts with its members/.

[Riff] yeah, there's always people that want to customize, and we do allow a little bit of it. As long as I get the money I need for the work I'm doing

[krisgay] OK wedding workflow question

[Phototini] I'm thinking way long term, but I know I can learn the art...business is new to me.

[Phototini] Thanks Nicolen

[krisgay] I'm jumping in and asking stuff guys but elbow me out if you need to! Sorry!

[Riff] business sense is so important... that's what this is about

[Phototini] you just about reading my mind kris so have at it

[Riff] we're businesses that happen to do photography, not photographers that happen to be in business

[krisgay] How much time would you say you spend on the various sections of working on a wedding account? Pre-consultaiton, engagement, working on images afterward, album design, delivery?

[nicolen] Learn as much as you can about the business side..... The people that claim they aren't making any money are the ones who haven't figured that out yet. 

[krisgay] SO TRUE

[Phototini] I have two notebook pages filled with notes from tonight thanks to Riff! doing just that Nicolen

[Riff] for the pre-wedding meetings, a couple of hours, same for the e-session. workflow takes me about 6 hours. albums 2 hours... delivery, depends.. sometimes 10 minutes, sometimes 2 hours

[Phototini] wow...you're good with PS (
[Riff] one thing that I hate doing is culling my images.. when julie has more time, i want her to do that

[nicolen] The other thing you need to learn about in business is marketing, networking and getting the word out to the public... You can be the best photographer in the world, but won't make a dime if noone knows about you. 

[Riff] here's my PS philosophy, learn to do it GOOD and FAST.

[Riff] that's why i love the nobs workflow so much

[Riff] layer masks? non destructive editing? bah...

[nicolen] Getting it right in camera makes PS a whole lot easier as well (
[Phototini] That was my next question...how do you market yourself as a new photographer and work a full time job with crappy hours? And noted on the Good and fast!

[Riff] definitely true Nicole.

[krisgay] Are you using Lightroom a lot, Shawn?

[Riff] move it, hide it, or crop it then you don't have to deal with it later in PS

[krisgay] I have found that to be the one tool that has increased my speed in finishing wedding images the most.

[nicolen] Photo - you can do things like send out a mailer to a targeted area, introducing yourself as a new photographer and have some sample images. There are tons of things in the Downloads on NOBS about sales letters and other things. 

[Riff] I have started using lightroom now.. i've been using it to tweak my white balance

[NoBs Stalker] does that mean your shooting Raw?

[Riff] i get my white balance really close in camera, so it's not too difficult in lightroom

[krisgay] Once you get LR down, you'll cut your WF time in half. 

[Riff] nooooo raw... jpeg

[nicolen] One book I have read is Guerilla Marketing, which is basically about how to market efficiently and on a very strict budget. 

[Riff] it has cut it down for me, kris

[Riff] otherwise i wouldn't use it

[krisgay] Dan Kennedy sales caffeine and his Little Red, Little Black, etc. books

[Riff] basically, i'm just lazy... i don't want to work too much  (
[krisgay] OH, okay. I thought you were just using it for WB

[Riff] yeah, pretty much

[Phototini] The reason I ask, is I'm a truck driver for Walgreens. And I work 6 days a week and mainly at night. Right now I'm out due to a back injury but that is my main hurdle for once I get good enough to have paid clients

[nicolen] I think the little (Red, Black, Yellow, etc) books are by Jeffery Gitomer, Kris. I love them too

[Riff] yeah, those are good

[krisgay] DUH tired. yes- Jeffrey Gitomer

[krisgay] Mixing up authors

[krisgay] Dan Kennedy is good too

[Riff] dan kennedy is the nobs guy

[Riff] phototini, what's your name?

[Phototini] Justin

[Riff] driving me nuts not knowing  (
[krisgay] heh heh

[Phototini] hehe sorry

[Phototini] hehe sorry

[Riff] justin, you can do sessions during the day then, right?

[krisgay] Shawn I just want you to know how much I appreciate the Lumapix tech support phone call from hades that you did for me to help me out. 

[krisgay] I have paid it forward numerous times.

[Riff] that's the perfect time to photograph babies

[Phototini] Very early in the morning, then I'm back in bed by 1-2pm

[Riff] my pleasure, kris!

[Riff] in bed? what time do you start work?

[Phototini] 8pm-12am

[krisgay] Heck yeah- babies through the day. Even in tough economic times, people can't resist buying portraits of their baby!

[nicolen] That is ok... I just got one yesterday that really seems good so far, it is called Today Matters, by John C. Maxwell... It is not about sales and marketing, but success both personal and professional

[Riff] yep, kris

[Riff] the REAL money is definitely babies

[Riff] if that's something you'd be interested in, you should definitely pursue it

[krisgay] Are you and Julie hoping to market towards doing baby portraits then?

[Riff] it would open up all the rest of the doors

[Riff] yeah, we are, but not until she's full time in photography

[krisgay] I've had issues trying to get into that market. Interested in some suggestions for marketing.

[Phototini] noted, thanks shawn

[Riff] we're just too crazy busy right now

[Riff] one of the things that helped me quit my job was my very supportive wife, because she had a good job

[krisgay] A lot earlier tonight you mentioned time management. 

[krisgay] Could you discuss that a bit more?

[Riff] yeah, that's a tough one

[Riff] in which regard, kris?

[krisgay] Well, hmmmmm...

[krisgay] Like day to day routines I guess

[Riff] i'm horrible at it (
[Riff] i struggle so much... it takes a lot of discipline

[krisgay] Since this is my first year as full time no day job, I'm trying to sort out settling into a schedule for myself and hitting all the various issues that I want to accomplish each week.

[Riff] yeah, totally.. i hear you

[kclittle] I struggle too. My son starts school this year so it will open more time up for me.

[krisgay] For example, Monday is a learning day because I really look forward to that and who wants to wake up Monday morning and do bookkeeping or ordering prints?

[Riff] one thing that I'm going to start doing is taking a shower right away and getting dressed. I spend too much of my day in PJs

[krisgay] So Monday mornings for me are all about reading, podcasts, etc.

[Phototini] <---guilty while not working

[kclittle] Sometimes its good to have a PJ day!

[Riff] "hmmm workflow that wedding, or watch the new batman movie...."

[krisgay] Yeah, if I don't have any meetings or sessions, I'm a sweats and baseball cap kinda person.

[krisgay] I wish!

[Riff] definitely one of my goals for this year is to be on top of everything much better

[kclittle] me too

[Riff] eat the frog first, as they say

[krisgay] What kind of system are you using to keep track of client records and prospective clients?

[Riff] i just joined sendoutcards through rob, so that's going to be a big help for that

[Riff] for prospective clients, i have a program that i wrote (
[Phototini] Did you use C++ or VB?

[Riff] php mysql

[Riff] it's all web-based

[Phototini] darn you...never got that far

[Riff] then i wrote a newsletter editor

[Riff] so gabi and I can put the newsletter together fast and consistant

[kclittle] You and your "puter" knowledge!

[Riff] heh

[Phototini] for real kc

[kclittle] Jealous

[Riff] james and my wife keep telling me i need to sell my program

[krisgay] Uh YEAH

[kclittle] duh!

[krisgay] Double DUUUUUUUHHHHHHHHHHHH!!!

[Riff] i may soon.. i need to tweak it a little more  (
[Riff] heh

[Phototini] I'll give you a marketing pro-tip....talk to rob and sell it here! hehe

[krisgay] Studio management products can run $25-60 per month for ONE user let alone extra user fees

[Riff] when a bride inquires for pricing on my website, she fills out a form (you've done it Kris), all of that info goes into my database

[krisgay] Yeah, I did. But I told you it was me! :-)

[Riff] not everyone's as honest (
[Riff] hahah

[krisgay] You said your program was web based? Is that kind of like that Studio Cloud web based system that I posted about a few days ago?

[Riff] one of the questions i ask them is if they want to be contacted. talk a bout a hot lead at that point

[Riff] i didn't check that out....

[Riff] web based so that I can access it anywhere

[krisgay] I'm just wondering if your product is similar to that one.

[krisgay] HOLY CRAP, Shawn. That is so cool!

[Riff] probably not.. it's very specialized

[Riff] for weddings

[krisgay] Maybe you could take a look at it and get some ideas?

[Shelley] Thanks Riff, for the opp to pick your brain. I better head out. Good night!

[Riff] g'night shelley (
[kclittle] Night shelley

[NoBs Stalker] getting tired of typing shawn?

[krisgay] I have a trial subscription to it. Let me know if you want to log in as me and take a look at it.

[Riff] nah

[NoBs Stalker] it's over 2 hours now (
[kclittle] Shawn is a night owl

[krisgay] Why would you make your database application specialized toward weddings only?

[Riff] i'd love to figure out how to do automatic emails... sandy just posted something about that

*logged out for a second*
[krisgay] Just curious.

[Riff] i'm not sure     

[krisgay] This Studio Cloud system/application does that.

[krisgay] Successware can do that too but it's not web based.

[bec] the emails like ConstantContact?

[NoBs Stalker] well, I've got some work to do so I'm going to head out. Thanks for doing the chat room meeting Shawn. Lot of info.

[icie] I think I missed a question in the transcript.

[kclittle] night Dan

[Riff] yeah, at the moment i have to send them manually.. it's only a couple of mouse clicks, but still

[NoBs Stalker] You guys can keep asking shawn questions

[Riff] thanks for having me, Dan!

[krisgay] CC is to send out "pretty" form newsletter type of stuff or cards to a certain email list.

[NoBs Stalker] no problems

[NoBs Stalker] see you at NSI    

[krisgay] Thank you Dan!

[NoBs Stalker] see you all later

[Riff] yeah, i could do that, but what i really want to figure out is how to send a series of emails

[kclittle] Shawn when can you and Julie come over?

[Riff] it'd be after wppi

[Riff] my little system works really well so far for me.. we've been using it for a year now. i love it

[Phototini] I have a camera question shawn

[Riff] sure

[Phototini] how do you like your D300? Is it worth the 1800 in your opinion?

[Riff] i love that camera... 

[craig] buy the d300 or if you can afford it the d700

[Riff] my next one will be the d700

[craig] i loooove both

[Riff] it's got that d3 sensor

[Riff] d300 is a great camera for that money though

[craig] how many nobsers are going to wppi?

[Phototini] the reason I ask is the wife and I are eying the 300 up for our first SLR and wanted some feedback on it

[Riff] never usually too many, craig... julie and I will be there though

[Riff] great camera!

[Phototini] Is everything pretty easy to get to and adjust?

[Riff] our first one was the D70... so was our second

[craig] ill be there completely by accident...didnt realize it was on when I booked my trip since Im not a member

[Riff] one of the benefits of nikon gear is the layout of everything.. it just feels "right"

[photohogs] When you promote your Picutes in the Park sessions, do you mainly get new clients or exisxting?

[Riff] mainly new clients, but that's my fault

[Riff] again, another goal for this year is to put together my database!

[Riff] i need to market to my past clients more. I'm so bad at it

[kclittle] you have really come a long way Shawn

[photohogs] Do they buy above the special packge price?

[Riff] almost always

[Phototini] Do you own the 50mm 1.8 lens or do you use the 30mm lens to adjust for the crop factor for low light situations?

[krisgay] What special do you do for the portraits in the park promotion?

[krisgay] Package/price

[Riff] thanks, kimberly

[kclittle] Welcome!

[Riff] i own the 50mm, but honestly I don't use it much

[Riff] i use my 70-200 all the time.. it rarely leaves my d300

[Riff] PIP special is a mini-session, 1/2 hour... $99, 3 units same pose

[Phototini] I was planning on getting the 50 for us to learn on because the 70-2002.8 is a little to much money to spend with camera purchace itself

[krisgay] So they purchase the $99 special package to book instead of a separate session fee/prints purchase?

[Riff] yeah, it's an expensive lense, but wow. i mean. wow...

[Riff] right. $99 up front, they get the session and prints

[krisgay] That 50/1.8 is probably the best starter lens out there. 

[krisgay] How many do you do in one day?

[Riff] Julie uses the tamron 28-75 2.8, which is a wonderful lens too

[Riff] up to 12 sessions, Kris

[photohogs] I use that one alot also along with the 70-200

[Riff] 6 hours straight....

[krisgay] OK

[Phototini] thanks I am looking at a few of the "cheaper" lens' to start out with just to practice with both prime and zoom lens'.

[krisgay] I have the Sigma 24-70/2.8 which was $350 new (I bought used $300) but I've heard good things about the Tamron.

[Riff] and it's so easy.. it's just easy money... even if they don't buy a single extra print, we're making $200 an hour

[krisgay] SLICK

[kclittle] Interesting!

[kclittle] I have oodles of parks in my backyard

[Riff] we don't move... they come to us. our lights are set up, no running around

[Riff] just make sure you get paid BEFORE the day... just like any other session

[kclittle] indeed

[icie] do you need permits for parks in your area?

[kclittle] not the two I am thinking of

[Riff] we use our local "fish & game club," and they give us permission

[Riff] they want us done by 5pm because of weddings, but that's ok... i'm ready to go at that point anyway

[Phototini] I am looking at a kit right now that has the 18-55F3.5-5.6, the 70-300F4-5.6 and the 50mmF1.8

[krisgay] The local "FISH AND GAME CLUB" hosts weddings? 

[krisgay] variable zooms suck for weddings

[kclittle] its Michigan

[krisgay] dont' spend money on those for weddings- you need more light than f5.6 can offer you on the long end of those zooms

[krisgay] if you're going to do weddings in the future, don't waste money on those

[krisgay] just my opinion

[Riff] kris is right... blah

[kclittle] too many dark cavernous churches 

[Riff] go for 2.8 or faster

[krisgay] well la-tee-freakin-dah, kris was right on something

[Phototini] What about for portraits, just wondering because those lens' are in the kit that I want with the 50mm

[Riff] hahah

[photohogs] the Sigma 70-200 2.8 is about $800, not a bad lens

[krisgay] don't buy a kit!

[krisgay] I have the Sigma 70-200/f2.8!

[photohogs] I know Andy shoots with it as well

[krisgay] It focuses closer than the Canon 70-200/f4L. Not sure about the Canon 70-200/f2.8L IS because I don't have the big dude.

[Phototini] Why not get a kit Kris?

[kclittle] I do

[krisgay] I have the Canon 70-200/f4L still.

[Riff] the thing about lenses is you only need to buy them once. Cameras you'll buy every other year, but not lenses. Get GOOD ones!

[krisgay] Because those other lenses aren't that great.

[Riff] I bought the nikon 70-200 2.8 vr, $1600, and worth every single penny.

[krisgay] Even $300-400 lenses can be GREAT but you need to know which ones to buy. Which is why you are here on NOBS ,right? We can help you out.

[kclittle] She is telling you the truth phototini

[Riff] yep

[krisgay] la-tee-freakin-dah times two! SCORE

[Riff] if you want to see our PIP promo, here's last year's page: 

[Riff] http://www.voninsphotography.com/html/Portraits_in_the_Park_08.shtml 

[Riff] control-click it 

[Phototini] Well to be honest the kit is on ebay and for the price and everything included...it's very hard to pass up even if some stuff isn't great

[bec] so you dont recommend the zooms for weddings, Kris? or just get 2.8 or faster?

[Riff] she didn't control click

[kclittle] 2.8

[Riff] control click links in this chat, Jill (
[krisgay] get lenses with 2.8 aperture throughout the range of the zoom so when you are at 200mm from the back end of the church you can be wide open and get lots of light still

[bec] gotcha

[krisgay] Zooms are FABULOUS for weddings- right Shawn?

[Riff] please, please, don't use ebay to buy your camera gear

[krisgay] Just get 2.8 throughout type of zooms

[Phototini] Would you guys like the link to the kit we are looking at to see what you think?

[krisgay] I wish we had chats more often. This has been great, Shawn.

[Riff] zooms, yeah, totally. I don't want to carry an arsenal of lenses with me when i'm running around at a wedding

[JillD] lol...figured that one out! Can you post it for me again? *sheepish smile*

[Riff] http://www.voninsphotography.com/html/Portraits_in_the_Park_08.shtml 

[Riff] i know.. more chats would be great

[JillD] I do believe the snow has gone to my brain.

[kclittle] It has been a long time sincel the last chat

[Riff] for super wide angle lenses, the 2.8 isn't as important

[kclittle] seems like anyway

[Riff] my 12-24 is f4

[krisgay] Yeah

[Phototini] I know ebay can suck, but the seller has pretty good feedback on all their sales

[bec] i forgot about it and missed most of it :(

[krisgay] What is the package you were looking at on ebay?

[kclittle] I bought all my lenses from B&H

[krisgay] Why not buy from a reputable dealer like B&H?

[krisgay] DOH! Same time!

[kclittle] snort

[JillD] Riff, you're in Holland, MI?

[Riff] exactly.

[Riff] yeah

[Phototini] Lots of money at B&H

[JillD] I just shipped prints to a client's mom there.     

[Phototini] http://cgi.ebay.com/ws/eBayISAPI.dll?ViewItem&ssPageName=STRK:MEWAX:IT&item=290289154695 

[Riff] stealing my clients? (
[krisgay] If it's way cheaper than B&H's prices for same stuff, you should be WORRIED.

[JillD] naw...they are here. her mom is there.  ;)
[Riff] b&h is priced very nicely on most things

[JillD] so unless you're coming to ID, no stealing happening.

[kclittle] I found them to be pretty competitiive

[kclittle] awesome CS

[krisgay] Maybe it's gray market, maybe it's a third party crappy warranty instead of a regular manufacturer warranty, etc.

[Phototini] I called and talked to them, the warranty is from Nikon and it's a USA model new in box?

[kclittle] Sorry ebay scares me

[krisgay] That doesn't look like a good deal to me. The telephoto lens is an add on filter thing. CRAP.

[krisgay] The tripod will be a piece of crap.

[krisgay] tabletop tripod? come on

[Phototini] Scares me too but we are just getting into this and can't afford to spend 3000 on a camera and lens 

[JillD] Ditto what Kris is saying about Ebay

[JillD] B&H has Bill me later. its useful.

[krisgay] B&H price for D300, $1468.95.

[Riff] If you can't afford the $3000, then you definitely can't afford to get scammed on $1800

[krisgay] I don't know. It just looks like they are offering a bunch of cheap crap on top of the camera to make it look like a good deal.

[Riff] really, the only lens worth anything is the 50mm, and we all know that's a cheap lens

[krisgay] D300, 50/1.8 lens, couple memory cards, maybe an ebay tripod for now- 

[krisgay] Buy them separately and don't worry about that other stuff

[krisgay] 50/1.8 is uber sharp at smaller apertures. Almost too sharp. Plastic construction but still a sharp lens.

[krisgay] 50/1.8 is around $85?

[Phototini] I have a nikon wishlist on B&H....wish I had the money lol.

[Phototini] It is 109 on B&H

[Riff] there's just SO many scams out there on camera gear... 

[krisgay] Wishlists are good. They help you prioritize purchases.

[krisgay] Don't buy memory cards on ebay.

[krisgay] There are fake Sandisk and Lexar cards out there- other brands too.

[kclittle] It is hard starting out. I had to get one thing at a time too.

[krisgay] Me too.

[JillD] me three.

[JillD] make your purchases count.

[Riff] if you go through amazon, b&h, etc... reputable dealers.. you'll be safe

[kclittle] Well one time I got two at a time. hehe

[krisgay] I bought my first original digital rebel on four flex payments from an online retailer. Had a cheapie rebel G film camera as back up.

[Riff] i used my home equity loan to buy my first camera

[krisgay] I started out with a Canon Elan II film camera

[kclittle] cool

[JillD] I used bill me later to buy my d300

[Riff] my $800 D70

[Phototini] Hmmm I'll have to talk to Val and see what she wants to do...we just want to get out and start practicing

[krisgay] Even a used D70 with a 50/1.8 would be a GREAT purchase for you guys.

[Phototini] but still have the basics to shoot different stuff

[krisgay] You could get two for the price you'd spend on that D300 set up.

[Riff] I did my first couple of sessions practicing on friends with my point and shoot before I got my DSLR

[JillD] Doesn't B&H sell used gear that's in good condition?

[kclittle] i think so 

[krisgay] I think so!

[krisgay] DOH! Again!@

[krisgay] Check on here and see if anyone wants to sell one.

[JillD] That may be something worth looking into if you're wanting to stretch your dollars.

[krisgay] I know I've kept my original digital rebel, rebel xt, two 20D's etc. before upgrading to 40D from Canon.

[krisgay] Just go to the hock shop and post WTB: used DSLR entry level Nikon

[krisgay] I kept my older DSLR's because they were only worth $200 maybe on ebay.

[Phototini] So much to think about...that hardest part is we both want the best we can afford and we know we won't be making any money from it for at least 2 years.

[krisgay] Start really small then.

[krisgay] Profitability from the beginning will go a long way toward keeping your morale up.

[Riff] we started making money right away.. we had to.. spending so much money on camera crap and then going to NSI... ouch

[krisgay] You can make money with a used DSLR and a 50/1.8.

[JillD] I just gave my D70s to my dad.

[krisgay] SEE! Ask around here and see if someone has a used DSLR body that they want to sell.

[kclittle] I just dont have any desire to do weddings. I got suckered into doing my cousins. ick

[JillD] I agree with Riff. I started with rodeo photography, and had to make money out of the gate because I was upside down in gear.

[Riff] D70 is a great little camera.. i still use one at weddings

[JillD] I hated mine.     

[Phototini] Well this is a hobby we hope to one day turn into a business. Spending big money isn't new to us...I build my pickup truck into a 600hp sled puller recently    

[JillD] could not find any kind of zen with it at all

[krisgay] There you go. D70. And I'm a Canon shooter-

[krisgay] ha

[Riff] this hobby will make you more money than a sled puller    

[JillD]  (  Riff

[krisgay] heck yeah!

[kclittle]     (
[krisgay]     (
[krisgay] DOH

[Riff] one thing i love about that d70 is it's 1/500 synch speed

[craig] .

[bec] night y'all

[krisgay] jealous

[Riff] g'night bec!

[kclittle] really?

[krisgay] night!

[Phototini] I hope so...but we always buy the best we can afford. Very hard habit to break I guess. You guys have great info though and we are very thankful for that

[JillD] mine was never sharp.

[Riff] yeah, pretty sweet

[krisgay] The D70 wasn't sharp or the lens?

[kclittle] Phototini you sound just like me & my husband

[krisgay] Huh?

[JillD] the D70 had issues

[JillD] the glass was good

[Phototini]  (  really KC

[kclittle] yes!

[krisgay] Maybe bad body for just that one camera?

[JillD] probably

[JillD] my dad seems to get along great with it though. So that's good

[kclittle] except for the sled puller part

[Phototini] I guess it comes from buying so many things over and over again as we needed...so now we buy and "grow"    

[Riff] heheh

[JillD] I owed him one. I took off with his OM2 when I started shooting in HS.     

[Riff] true, justin... as my dad says, poor people pay twice

[Phototini] It's just hard for me to spend all kinds of money on something we are just starting...but the men here know what it's like to have a "persistant" wife    

[Riff] heheh

[icie] Shawn, do you want this e-mailed to you?

[Riff] sure!

[kclittle] That is why I decided to buy the best I could afford even if it was only one thing. 

[icie] This being the transcript

[Riff] thanks for doing that, icie    

[krisgay] Thanks Christina!

[JillD] KC, are you dead set on Nikon?

[kclittle] No I am Canon sorry

[krisgay] I didn't even think about copy/paste for this tonight.

[Phototini] We will probably end up doing the bill me later or a payment plan on the 300 and a 50mm and the 70-200F2.8

[Riff] lovelovelovelove Nikon

[krisgay] Canon, baby!

[JillD] I love my Nikons. They are tanks.

[kclittle] 5d and 20d

[JillD] I ran one through a fence when I was doing rodeo

[JillD] it kept working. The lens didn't handle it so well....

[Phototini] my wife would kill to shoot a rodeo

[Riff] i dropped my d200 in a church once.. crack the battery grip but everything else was fine

[kclittle] ouch

[JillD] I dropped my 300 on the floor a few months ago....

[Phototini] oh yeah the battery grip is in my wishlist too

[kclittle] makes your tummy flip flop huh?

[Riff] uh huh

[krisgay] YIKES!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

[kclittle] then the cold sweat

[Riff] one of the very few times i ever swore in a church

[JillD] http://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/800618036-USE/Canon_0296B002_EOS_5D_Digital_Camera.html 

[JillD] My client even said Holy $hit for me

[Riff] i was like Ralphie losing the lugnuts

[kclittle] i tipped over a heavy tripod in a church it was freakin LOUD so embarrassing

[JillD] My 300 grip is in for repair

[krisgay] HAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

[krisgay] I about lost my Diet Coke on that one, Shawn.

[Riff] heheh

[Phototini] the ctrl+click doesn't work for me...meh

[Phototini] the ctrl+click doesn't work for me...meh

[JillD] That's from the used store over at B&H

[Riff] i was hoping someone would get that reference

[JillD] its a 5d

[JillD] lol...if you shopped walmart this christmas you did. holy cow.

[krisgay] I'm tellin' ya- we should get together more. Captain and some Cokes, movie references galore...

[kclittle] That wouldnt go well with my migraine right now

[JillD]  (   Kris

[krisgay] Since there aren't very many Indiana NOBS members, you guys up in MI are my nobs peeps.

[Phototini] There is only 2 other people here around me...    

[kclittle] MI has become quite the photog hangout

[krisgay] :-( Maybe 3 other Indiana members that I know of?

[JillD] I think I'm the only one in Idaho.

[krisgay] Yeah, I'm jealous. So many more NOBS members in Michigan.

[Riff] i've got a couple around, sonny i haven't seen for ages, kimberly in lansing, and kristy up in shelby

[Riff] most are on the east side

[kclittle] yeah what is sonny up to

[krisgay] Sonny has been dealing with Leukemia.

[kclittle] oh my. 

[Riff] i saw him back in october when I was downtown doing an e-session so i didn't have time to talk

[kclittle] He pm'd me once very nice guy

[Riff] i'd love to get in on some of these get-togethers though

[Riff] it just seems like our weekends get so booked

[kclittle] i am going to have one soon

[Riff] if not for work, then socially

[kclittle] trying to decide when

[JillD] There's a Nikon D70s on B&H for $339

[kclittle] Wppi coming up , Grind Detroit then things get crazy

[Riff] you probably won't believe this, but clem and I have talked about doing some kind of workshop

[Phototini] I would really love to meet you guys...it's just hard to justify going across country to a workshop when we are so new

[kclittle] Do it here in Lansing Riff I have tons of room

[Riff] justin, workshops are soooo worth it

[kclittle] Central fro everybody!

[kclittle] for

[kclittle] fingers arent working

[Riff] my wife and i went to niagara in 2005, 3 months after getting that first d70. borrowed $2000 of our house, each took off a week to go

[Phototini] I know they are but I only get 1 week of vaction and the misses would be upset if we didn't have our "getaway"

[Riff] it was SOOOOOO worth it

[kclittle] I couldnt do this if it were not for my husband Chad! Although I am moving along probably the slowest of all NOBS!

[krisgay] I would drive to MI if you guys had get togethers like the Ohio folks have been doing.

[krisgay] I sooooooooooooo hate Ohio but I go anyway. Love the NOBS members over there. Hate the state.

[Riff] yeah, i know exactly what you mean kris....

[krisgay] Hey Kim- how is your studio going in the new house?

[Riff] damn cops

[kclittle] Its going. haha

[krisgay] Yeah. #$(@#)$*)(#*@

[kclittle] Riff you are a speed demon!!!

[krisgay] I had my radar detector AND cruise on so I wouldn't get a ticket.

[Riff] hahahah

[kclittle] I would be scared riding with you

[Riff] bah.. i'm a very good driver

[krisgay] If there weren't so many cops I would have been doing about 90 on the way home.

[kclittle] hope so

[Riff] i drove home from savannah, 16 hours straight, only got pulled over once

[kclittle] snicker

[kclittle] crazy man only ONCE

[Riff] in mason... ugh.. big ol' state trooper

[kclittle] OH yea Mason is the speed trap everyone in GA knows that

[Riff] yeah, he nailed me... no ticket though

[Phototini] well guys I'm gonna go play around at B&H for a little bit then head to bed. Wife wants to go look at a new truck in the morning. Riff thank you SOOO much for all the great info, and everyone else for the questions and help with my buying situation

[kclittle] Hang im there Phototini

[JillD] Night!

[Riff] any time Justin! remember i'm always available if you have more questions

[krisgay] Night!

[kclittle] night!

[krisgay] So what's the update on your studio space, Kim?

[Phototini] Thanks Shawn I do appreciate it

[Phototini] Night everyone

[Riff] so don't hold that copyright thread against me    

[kclittle] I have been trying to organize and I just replaced two computers that crashed

[krisgay] Haven't talked to you in forever.

[krisgay] Kim let me stay with her family for the Savannah '06 seminar.

[Riff] oh yeah, that's right

[kclittle] I have been struggling with infertitlity so havent done too many sessions

[Phototini] I don't get emotionally involved in forum discussions Shawn no harm done.

[Riff] hahah

[Riff] good!

[kclittle] been sick as a dog with the drugs

[Phototini] night guys

[krisgay] OH, I'm so sorry to hear that

[krisgay] night justin

[kclittle] Hence the migraine tonight I am stubborn though so I keep truckin

[krisgay] You are a brave woman to even think about having more than one child. Katie is a handful for us so one and done!

[icie] I'm outta here too. End Transcript unless someone else finishes it.

[craig] Im off too maybe we should have a beer in Vegas Riff

[Riff] naw, it's more than enough, icie!

[Riff] definitely!!!

